Icemelters and the environment
As the environment has become an increasingly prominent subject in the minds of many people, it is no surprise that the question of eco-friendly icemelters is now a concern. 

Icemelters are those wonderfully useful products that help us to quickly and easily get rid of thick winter ice-build up on our walkways and driveways during our severe winters. However, icemelters are not the most environmentally friendly products around given the fact that their main ingredient is, in fact, salt. Salt does not react well with the environment. Salt run-off from icemelters does damage to surrounding vegetation, leaches into ground water and is also harsh for your concrete.

Since the icemelter industry has become increasingly aware that people are starting to look for sounder and safer alternatives for their winter ice melting needs, many unscrupulous companies have begun adding words such as “environmentally friendly,” “ecological” or “green” to their packaging. Although such marketing will make those products more soothing to the consciences of the customers who buy them – they really are just as bad for the environment as those that are not advertised as anything but icemelters. 

The best way to know what you are buying and to choose the least harmful products available is to read the list of ingredients. If a product does not have an ingredients list, then leave it on the shelf. Definitely avoid any product that lists sodium chloride as one of the ingredients. Sodium chloride is the most common, cheapest and most noxious of all the salts available. Not only is it bad for the environment, but it wrecks havoc on concrete placements. 
The least harmful salt used in icemelters is magnesium chloride. Overall it is a safer and less corrosive salt that the others found in icemelters. However, it is very hard to find an icemelter only made from magnesium chloride, so look for one that lists it as the main ingredient. 
The other good way of ensuring that you are getting an earth-friendlier icemelter is to look for the words “pet friendly.” If a company says that their product is safe for your dogs and cats, then chances are it will be safe for you and the environment as well – although the Paws Applause Ice Melt ‘n’ Traction Crystals include a controversial fertilizer called urea that is damaging to waterways. 

In the end no icemelter can be deemed truly eco-friendly. If you want something that works for the environment, then your best solution is to use traction aids such as sand, gravel, kitty litter or sawdust. In fact, for the first 12 months after your concrete placement you should never use an icemelter and are better off with one of the forms of traction aid mentioned. However, always remember that regardless of what you use during the cold weather, you must always strive to keep your concrete free of snow, ice, slush or water in order to preserve its strength and durability. 
