CARING FOR YOUR CONCRETE
Many people believe that once concrete is placed, finished and cured they have nothing else to do in order to care for it. While it is true that concrete is one of the toughest and most durable of all construction materials, like anything, you must take proper care of it in order to prolong its life and obtain the maximum benefits from its placement. 

Canadian climates are especially harsh and our cold winters can really take its toll on concrete surfaces and slabs. If not cared for properly, then it is possible for your concrete to experience scaling, flaking or cracking. By taking steps to protect your concrete, you can avoid such outcomes while also making it easier to maintain. If you respect the following guidelines, then you can enjoy the look and resilience of your concrete for years to come.

	A Good CURE Keeps the Scales, Flakes and Cracks Away 


Curing is one of the most important steps toward obtaining a robust and strong concrete. During the curing process the concrete should maintain a minimum amount of moisture at the optimal temperature conditions that will permit hydration to continue. Curing generally begins immediately after the concrete is placed and should continue for at least 7 days. In order to ensure that this happens you can use one of the following ways to cure your concrete:
· Use a spray curing compound (according ASTM C309). 

· Cover it with a sheet of Polyethylene 

· Provide a continuous water-cure for 7 days 

· Cover it with a saturated burlap with polyethylene cover 
During the summer months, the most cost effective way of curing concrete is to use the spray-on curing compound. 

	Sealing the Deal


Following the curing period, your concrete placement should be allowed to air dry for roughly 1 month before the application of a sealer. Sealing your concrete is important for two reasons: 

1) Keeping moisture to a minimum

2) Protecting it from any harsh salts or chemicals found in de-icers

The best time to seal your concrete is before the onset of winter. It is very possible that you will have to reseal your concrete on a regular basis in order to obtain optimal protection; this is especially true depending on the kind of sealer you use. For advice on the sealers best suited to your needs, your climate and your concrete you should consult with a local ready mix producer.   

	An Apple a Day 


When concrete is properly cured and sealed you already have an advantage as it has been given additional protection against the elements. However, the following care and maintenance suggestions will contribute to the longevity and overall value of your investment for years down the road.

1. NEVER use icemelters for the first 12 months following the concrete’s placement. Use sand for traction.  
2. NEVER use icemelter that contain ammonium sulphate or ammonium nitrate, as these harsh chemicals have been proven to attack and deteriorate concrete. 

3. NEVER use any form of acid to remove stains. ALWAYS use a product that was designed to remove the kind of stain you have and make sure that it safe to use on concrete.
4. ALWAYS clear concrete of snow, ice, slush and water during the winter.
